
The UPA government is in for
fresh trouble over a phone-tap-
ping row. The Opposition parties
made clear their intentions to
corner the government when
Parliament meets on Monday.
Both the BJP and the Left parties
have urged the government to
come clean on the issue or face
the wrath of the united opposi-
tion. The Left parties have also
come out with a warning. P4

DNA-Zee News survey ranks India’s top 20 engineering collegesDNA-ZEE NEWS SURVEY

New Delhi: IIT Kanpur (IIT-K) is
the leading engineering college in
India, according to a new survey
that has ranked the country’s top
20 engineering colleges in 10
cities.

The extensive survey, commis-
sioned by Zee News and DNA,
was conducted by Ipsos, the
world’s third-ranked research
agency. According to the findings,
IIT-Kanpur topped the list, fol-
lowed by IIT-Delhi and IIT-Mum-
bai.

IIT-Kharagpur, which was once
considered the best engineering

college in the country, was ranked
fourth in the survey. IIT-Roorkee,
IIT-Madras, IIT-Guwahati, BITS
Pilani, Delhi College of Engineer-

ing, and Institute of Technology-
BHU (Banaras) are also in the top
10 bracket.

NIT-Warangal, MN-NIT (Alla-

habad), Engineering College of
SRM (Chennai), College of Engi-
neering (Pune), Visvesvariah
Technological Institute (Bel-
gaum), Indian Institute of Infor-
mation Technology (Hyderabad),
Vellore Institute of Technology,
Manipal Institute of Technology
(Manipal), Dhirubhai Ambani In-
stitute of Information & Technol-
ogy (Gandhinagar) and NIT
(Trichy) are among the others
who made it to the top 20.

The research was undertaken
to evaluate the status of engineer-
ing colleges in India. CONTD, P4

IIT-K is India’s top engg college

■ IIT-Kanpur
■ IIT-Delhi
■ IIT-Mumbai
■ IIT-Kharagpur
■ IIT-Rourkee
■ IIT-Madras

Engineering’s best

Phone-tapping
cloud looms

T he first Congress link in the
IPLgate scam seems set to
emerge. Shah Rukh Khan, who

is already under scrutiny by the tax-
man, seems to have been a significant
investor in BAG Glamour, a company
owned by Rajiv Shukla, a Congress
Rajya Sabha MP and IPL governing
council member.

Documents available with DNA
show that Shah Rukh Khan and his
wife Gauri, owners of Kolkata Knight
Riders, invested around Rs10 crore in
the media company owned by the
Shuklas in the financial year 2007-08,
when the bidding for the IPL franchis-
es took place. The evidence is that
the Khans invested Rs10 crore and
picked up 10 per cent equity in BAG
Glamour, a subsidiary of BAG Films &
Media limited.

Since BAG Glamour is a 100 per
cent subsidiary of BAG Films, noth-
ing much is known about the other in-
vestors. On the surface, there is noth-
ing wrong in Shah Rukh Khan and his
wife Gauri Khan investing in the com-
pany owned by the Shuklas. What is

strange is the timing: the Khans in-
vested Rs10 crore in the company
owned by Rajiv Shukla’s wife Anurad-
ha in January-February 2008, precise-
ly when the bidding process for IPL-I
was ending. The Khans got the
Kolkata Knight Riders franchise in

January 2008 through their company
Red Chillies Entertainment Private
Limited, which is owned by Gauri
Khan.

Apart from the timing, another
strange aspect that drew the interest
of the investigators was the fact the

Khans chose to invest in a company
that was registering heavy losses.
BAG Films incurred a loss of over
Rs90 crore during the financial year
2007-08. Documents show that the cu-
mulative losses of BAG Films and its
subsidiary had touched Rs400 crores
until March 2009.

Furthermore, Rajiv Shukla is not
some minor functionary of the BCCI
but the chairman of its finance com-
mittee and member of the IPL govern-
ing council. It is the governing council
that awarded the IPL franchises to the
various owners, including Shah Rukh
Khan. However, sources in the BCCI
said that Shukla never disclosed his
“conflict of interest”.

When the IPL-I was launched in
2008, none smelt a rat in the friendship
between Shukla and Khan. It was
Shukla who introduced the Bollywood
star to the Gandhis. Riding on his suc-
cess and flush with funds, Khan was
looking for investment opportunities
and the IPL came in handy.

Looks like the Congress and the
UPA government are going to face a lot
of heat on Monday as Shukla seems to
be the first Congress leader to emerge
as a direct beneficiary of the IPL.

thinksunday@gmail.com

People are 
pressuring me
to resign. I had

no chance to present
facts. It’s like the Wild
West. I am not a 
quitter. I didn’t create
IPL to just walk away.
Let people remove me, 
I won’t resign. Wait 
and all facts will be 
delivered to the world.
People cannot take
away what we have
done for four years.

SACK ME IF YOU
CAN, SAYS MODI 

The Sachin factor
Sachin Tendulkar has been in
sublime form, finding a per-
fect balance between
attack and defence.
He will decide only on
Sunday if he will play,
but
even if he
does, it’s
likely he will be
hampered by the split
webbing in his hand.

Toss is crucial
Dhoni played down his clash
with Tendulkar, saying that it
would be limited to the toss.
Funnily enough, it’s the toss
that may well decide Sunday’s
final. The ball has been hold-
ing up and the team batting
first will have an advantage,
if it can post a decent total.

Dhoni’s spin plan
Captain Cool from Chennai
did not miss a trick in the

semi-final. He went
in with three spe-

cialist spinners,
despite having

the part-timer
Raina. He not
only opened
with Ashwin
but kept him

going for
three

overs. 

AND IN THE
OTHER IPL...

It’s not only the NCP and the BJP; now the Congress too has got sucked deeper into
IPLgate. Shah Rukh Khan and wife Gauri, owners of the Kolkata franchise, are found to

have invested Rs10 crore in a company owned by Congress MP and IPL governing council
member Rajiv Shukla right at the time of the first IPL bidding in Jan-Feb 2008

RED CHILLIES IN THE BAG
■■ In Jan-Feb 2008, Red Chillies

Entertainment owned by
Gauri Khan invests Rs10 crore
in BAG Glamour, which is
owned by Rajiv Shukla

■■ In Jan-Feb 2008, Shah Rukh
Khan wins the bid for Kolkata
Knight Riders 

■■ Rajiv Shukla, a Congress MP,
is a member of IPL governing
council, which awards the
franchises 

■■ At the time of the Khans’
investment, BAG Films, which
owns BAG Glamour, was a
heavily loss-making company

EXCLUSIVE

Now Cong slips on IPL muck
SRK link with Rajiv Shukla emerges
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RRCCBB  IISS  TTHHIIRRDDTTHHEE  AAVVAATTAARR EEFFFFEECCTT
P U B L I S H E D  F R O M  M U M B A I ,  P U N E ,  A H M E D A B A D ,  J A I P U R  &  B A N G A L O R E

Benaami firms own stakes
The Enforcement Directorate’s probe into suspect-
ed money-laundering and foreign exchange viola-
tions in the Indian Premier League has zeroed in
on 18 benaami companies based out of India
which have made huge investments in some of
the IPL franchisees. P5

Who will reform the BCCI?
It is not Lalit Modi alone but the rotten core of
the BCCI that is to blame for the current mess.
We need to take a hard look at the way office
bearers are elected in the BCCI and the state
associations that come under it. But the reforms
won’t come from within the BCCI. THE MAG, P9

Franchisees back Modi
IPL franchise owners including Vijay Mallya, Shah
Rukh Khan and Shilpa Shetty, Saturday came out
in support of Lalit Modi. In a tweet, Khan said,
“Fast, furious and too much noise like the T20
itself. Hope it gets resolved as fast too for our
friend Lalit and the franchisees.” P5
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Vijay Tagore. MUMBAI

Lalit Modi, deserted by the entire
brass of the BCCI, has dared his
detractors to sack him even as
Board officials pondered the best
way to remove him from his post
as the chairman of the Indian Pre-
mier League (IPL).

On Saturday evening, while
BCCI officials were huddled to-
gether in a closed door meeting,
Modi issued a warning to his
Board colleagues. “Wait for the
IPL to finish,” he tweeted, “I will
reveal the men who have tried to
bring disrepute to the game and
how we stopped them from doing
it.” This went on to become one of
the three most popular tweets of
the day.

“People are pressurising me to
resign, but I can tell you it will not
happen. Let them remove me then.

I’m not the type to quit. Have faith.
I did not create this [IPL] just to
walk away because X Y Z says
what he feels like,” he said, putting
to rest speculation over his im-
pending resignation and a compro-

mise formula. “What we have done
has been there for all of you to see
for the past four years. No one can
take that away,” he added.

Board president Shashank
Manohar, secretary N Srinivasan,
IPL vice-chairman Niranjan Shah,
along with governing council
members Arun Jaitley, Rajiv
Shukla, Anurag Thakur and
Arindam Choudhury were hud-
dled inside a room at the BCCI
headquarters in Churchgate when
Modi unleashed the series of
tweets. “He may say anything. A
decision will be taken on April 26
at the governing council meeting,”
Manohar said before leaving the
BCCI office on Saturday evening.

But the tweets led to another
huddle later in the night by the
Board top brass at a plush hotel.
They were chalking out a strategy,
said one source.

CONTD, P5

Let IPL finish, will expose all: Modi
Modi unleashes defiant tweets as BCCI officials confer late into the night on the best

way to sack him as IPL chairman; Mallya lobbies for Modi with Pawar

WHY BCCI WANTS THE
MONDAY MEETING

There is a good reason why the
BCCI is in no mood to heed Lalit
Modi’s request for a 5-day post-
ponement of the IPL governing
council meeting. The Supreme
Court is likely to hear a petition
next week from former BCCI
president AC Muthiah, and any
injunction from the apex court
may upset the plan to oust
Modi. The petition challenges
BCCI secretary N Srinivasan's
right to call a meeting, citing
conflict of interest. P5



EENNGGGG..  CCOOLLLLEEGGEESS
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OOvveerraallll History & Admission Course Learning Faculty Infrastructure Foreign Exg. Research Labs Hostel Placements New Innovative
RRaannkkiinngg Reputation Process Curriculum Environment Competence Programs Facilities / Workshops Facilities Courses

IIT, Kanpur 1 1 3 1 1 1 1 4 3 3 1 2 4

IIT Delhi 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 1 1 4 2 1 1

IIT, Mumbai 3 4 4 4 3 3 4 2 2 2 3 3 3

IIT,Kharagpur 4 3 1 3 4 6 3 3 4 1 4 4 2

IIT, Roorkee 5 6 6 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5

IIT, Madras 6 5 5 6 6 4 6 7 8 6 6 6 6

IIT Gauhati 7 7 8 8 9 9 9 9 6 7 10 11 7

BITS, Pilani 8 8 7 9 8 10 7 6 9 11 9 7 11

Delhi College of Engg 9 10 10 7 7 7 13 8 11 8 7 8 9

Inst. of Technology, Banaras 10 9 9 10 12 11 10 13 10 9 11 9 13

NIT, Warangal 11 15 13 12 10 8 8 12 7 14 8 12 10

MN-NIT, Allahabad 12 12 14 11 11 12 11 14 12 10 16 10 19

Engg College of SRM, Chennai 13 13 19 13 — 13 12 11 19 20 14 15 8

College of engineering,Pune 14 14 12 15 13 14 14 10 13 16 13 13 14

Visvesvariah Tech. Inst., Belgaum 15 11 11 18 16 15 18 16 14 12 17 20 15

IIIT, Hyderabad 16 18 15 17 15 17 16 15 16 17 15 16 12

Vellore Institute of Tech 17 16 16 14 17 19 19 20 20 13 12 17 16

Manipal Inst. of Tech, Manipal 18 17 17 16 14 20 15 17 15 19 18 19 17

Dhirubhai Ambani IIT, G’nagar 19 19 18 19 18 16 17 18 18 18 19 — 18

NIT, Trichy 20 20 20 20 20 18 — 19 17 15 20 — 20

BIT, Sindri, Dhanbad — — — — 19 — 20 — — — — 18 —

BIT Mesra — — — — — — — — — — — — —

POLITICKLE manjul@dnaindia.net
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FATHER OF NINE KILLED BY
ARMY, PROTESTS ROCK SHOPIAN
Srinagar: Even before the wounds of Hand-
wara `fake encounter’ could be healed; the
army on Saturday shot dead a father of
nine at remote Chawan village in Shopian
sparking-off violent protests in which six
people were injured and two army vehicles
torched. As the news of the killing reached
the village, thousands of people took to the
streets to protest against the killing. Shout-
ing anti-India and pro-freedom slogans, the
people carrying the body marched through
the village. People chased away the troop-
ers and set their two vehicles on fire. Pro-
testors later pelted stones on the forces and
in the subsequent violence, six more peo-
ple were injured. A complete shut down
was observed in the district against the
killing. —Ishfaq-ul-Hassan

TWO GIRLS GANGRAPED IN
GREATER NOIDA
Greater Noida: Two girls were gangraped af-
ter they were lured by four youths to an
apartment in Greater Noida, a satellite town
of the national capital, police said on Satur-
day. Deepak, Jeetu alias Jitendra, Vicky and
Prashant Kumar lured the victims, aged 19
and 20 years, to an apartment in the NRI City
of Uttar Pradeshon Friday night and raped
them. The victims escaped on Saturday
morning and reported the matter to the po-
lice, who sent them for a medical examina-
tion which confirmed the rapes. Police have
launched a hunt for the culprits. Jeetu and
Vicky work for Eureka Forbes and Reliance.
The other two are students. —Eklavya Atray

LOCAL BODIES CAN HELP
TACKLE MAOISM: PM
New Delhi: Effective functioning of
panchayati raj institutions in remote
and backward areas of the country will
help deal with problems like Maoism,
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh said
on Saturday. “We should see that pan-
chayati raj institutions work effectively
in remote and backward areas includ-
ing lands inhabited by the tribals. This
will help deal with problems like Mao-
ism,” he said in his address at the Pan-
chayati Raj Diwas function. He said the
government was aware of the problems
faced by panchayats and was keen to en-
sure “funds, functions and functionar-
ies” for them. Panchayats not only en-
able the marginalised sections to take
part in the democratic decision-making
process but also ensure transparency
and accountability, he said.” —IANS

COMPENSATION FOR CWG
AFFECTED PEOPLE SOON: DIKSHIT
New Delhi: Chief Minister Sheila Dikshit
on Saturday said steps have been taken to
provide compensation to those affected by
development works in the run up to the
Commonwealth Games (CWG) in Delhi.
“People whose houses or shops were demol-
ished to facilitate the Commonwealth
Games project will be compensated soon. I
have asked (PWD Minister Raj Kumar)
Chauhan to direct the DDA to distribute the
compensation amount within a week,” she
said at a function near Azadpur flyover. —PTI 

From p1

Said Satish K Singh, editor of
Zee News, “One can’t manufac-
ture growth but can engineer
one. It goes without saying that
technical expertise or engineer-
ing marvel is the bedrock of any
country’s development, more so
in contemporary times. It is pre-
cisely because of this that Zee
News decided to take stock of
our engineering institutions
and hence this survey. It is the
second in our series of surveys
of the country’s higher educa-
tion system. Many more will fol-
low.”

The world-class survey was
backed by foolproof ground-
work undertaken on the basis of
inputs from leading academi-
cians, faculty members and

alumni, and the current as well
as prospective students of the
colleges concerned.

B ‘Nary’ Narayanaswamy of
Ipsos elaborated on the logic be-
hind the research. “India will
now lay more emphasis on in-
frastructure, both in physical
terms, such as in the form of
townships, SEZs, roads and
ports, and also IT infrastruc-
ture. This will vastly expand the
scale at which different special-

ists would be needed, especially
as compared to the demand in
the past. In other words, it is not
just a generic need for tech-
nocrats that will intensify. The
IITs and other technical institu-
tions would do well to examine
their curriculum and the medi-
um of instruction in this light.”

The parameters of the sur-
vey were chosen after a lot of re-
search and planning. The histo-
ry and reputation, admission
process, course curriculum,
learning environment, faculty
competence, infrastructure, for-
eign exchange programmes, re-
search facilities, laboratories
and workshops, hostel facilities,
placements, and new innovative
courses of the colleges were tak-
en into account while conduct-
ing the survey.

IIT-Kanpur is India’s 
top engineering college

It goes without saying
that technical expertise
or engineering marvel
is the bedrock of any
country’s development

Jim Yardley. NEW DELHI

To walk through the squalor of
Mayapuri, a grimy industrial area
of hundreds of tiny scrap-metal
shops, is to bear witness to the in-
dustrial detritus of the world: tons
of rusted iron pipes, twisted steel
poles, copper and other discarded
metals from Europe, Russia, Japan
and the United States, as well as
from India.

And then there is what came into
the small shop owned by Deepak
Jain: a piece, or pieces, of metal
blamed for an alarming radiation
scare this month that hospitalised
seven people and caused the police
to temporarily cordon off an area
barely 10 miles from India’s parlia-
ment. Some experts declared it one
of the most troubling cases of radia-
tion exposure in recent years.

“We’ve never seen a problem like
this,” said Krishna Kumar Jain, an-
other scrap dealer and brother-in-
law of Deepak Jain. “Now people
are scared, so nobody is coming
here.”

E-WASTE
For years, India and other develop-
ing countries, particularly China,
have imported different categories
of waste from developed countries
as a lucrative, if controversial, busi-
ness. Critics have blamed the im-
porting of discarded computer
equipment, known as toxic e-waste,
for long-term chronic health prob-
lems among workers in scrapyards,
as well as environmental damage.

But the Mayapuri problem repre-
sents a potentially graver threat. At
a time when India and other devel-
oping countries are importing grow-
ing amounts of scrap metal, partly
to help meet rising domestic de-
mand for steel, experts say inade-
quate monitoring at ports and a lack
of international standards make it
easier for radioactive materials and
other dangerous objects to cross
borders.

India has proved especially
porous. Four years ago, 10 foundry
workers in Ghaziabad were killed by
exploding military shells, apparent-
ly from Iran, hidden in a container
of scrap metal.

Last year, several containers of
Indian steel were stopped at Euro-
pean ports after monitors detected
high radiation levels; Indian
foundries had fabricated the steel,
partly, by melting scrap metal that
turned out to be contaminated with
Cobalt-60, the same radioactive iso-

tope detected in the Mayapuri
episode. It is commonly used in food
irradiation machinery as well as for
radiotherapy, as in cancer therapy
machines.

Indian authorities say the coun-
try’s guidelines on importing scrap
meet international standards, yet
enforcement and monitoring is in-
adequate. A government plan to in-
stall radiation monitors at ports and
airports is behind schedule.

“I admit that all of it has not yet
been deployed,” a Union minister,
Prithviraj Chavan, told members of
Parliament.

Critics say that the government
has been reluctant to toughen regula-
tions or monitoring because the im-
ported waste business employs large
numbers of workers and helps the
country meet its demand for steel.

“The only time they have taken
action is when there is a crisis or a
worst case,” said Ravi Agarwal, a
founder of Toxics Link, a non-
governmental group focused on the
waste trade. “They don’t really want
to stop it in a real way.”

Didier Louvat, a nuclear waste
specialist with the International
Atomic Energy Agency, or IAEA,
said the Mayapuri case was the most
serious global instance of radiation
exposure since 2006. He said the
IAEA’s nuclear safety review in 2009
found 196 nuclear or radiological
“events,” including those involving
scrap, compared with 140 in 2007.

In February 2009, the atomic
agency called for harmonizing the

regulatory approaches toward the
issue of radioactive materials turn-
ing up in scrapyards - a step yet to be
taken.

Many countries, including India,
have laws for controlling and regis-
tering radioactive sources, but Lou-
vat said the lack of an international
standard created loopholes that re-
quired tight monitoring at borders
or ports to screen for “orphaned” ra-
dioactive sources that slipped into
scrap containers.

Indian authorities believe that
the contamination in Mayapuri
originated with a shipment of im-
ported scrap, though Prithviraj Cha-
van said investigators were still
looking for a definitive, final answer.

METAL TRADE
Located on the west side of Delhi,
Mayapuri has thousands of workers
in the scrap trade, with different
shops specializing in different met-
als. Shop owners say most of the
scrap originates overseas. Trading
companies import containers of dis-
carded metals to the outskirts of the

city, where they are sold to haulers
who sell the metals to the shops of
Mayapuri. The shops, in turn, often
sell to foundries.

Investigators believe that Deepak
Jain bought the contaminated mate-
rials in late February or early
March. Another shop owner, Anand
Bansal, described an object shaped
like a capped steel tube, about four
inches in diameter. The tube was
made of an unidentifiable metal,
and Deepak Jain cut a tiny sample
so it could be tested to see if it was
valuable. This sample wound up
with another man, Ajay Jain (no re-
lation to Deepak Jain), who placed it
inside his wallet and soon forgot
about it.

By late March, Deepak Jain be-
came sick. Relatives and other shop-
keepers say he first developed diar-
rhea but assumed it was an ordinary
stomach bug. Within a few days, his
skin began to blotch as black rashes
spread across his arms and face. His
tongue and fingernails turned blue
and relatives took him to the hospi-
tal in early April.

Five others in contact with the
shop also became sick, while Ajay
Jain, the man with the small cutting
of metal in his wallet, complained of
a sore buttock and a black rash on
his leg. “One day he was in someone
else’s shop and he just fell down,”
said his father, Shital Prashad Jain.

Doctors were initially mystified.
But on April 4, physicians con-
firmed that Deepak Jain had been
exposed to radiation and notified
the National Radiation Regulatory
Authority. The police closed down
the Mayapuri shops, and teams of
atomic inspectors recovered eight
radiation “sources” from Deepak
Jain’s shop, two more from a nearby
shop and, later, the small cutting
from the wallet. A patch of contami-
nated soil was also removed.

“The scrap dealers or the employ-
ees working there are the victims of
the inaction of these government
agencies, which have totally failed to
put in the necessary controls and pro-
cedures to prevent such an incident,”
declared D Raja, CPI(M) leader, dur-
ing a speech in Parliament.

On Thursday, about 200 shop own-
ers and workers in Mayapuri gath-
ered under a tent to pray for two
hours for those who were sickened -
and that life, and business, could re-
turn to normal.

“What else can we do except pray
to God?” said Jaibhagwan Jain, a
shop owner. “We have never faced
this kind of situation before.” —NYT

(With inputs from Hari Kumar)

A worker pushes scrap metal along on a bike in Mayapuri, New Delhi.

Scrap metal radiation exposes lack of 
controls over import of toxic waste

For years, India and other developing countries have imported different categories of waste from developed countries as a lucrative, if controversial, busi-
ness and critics are blaming this importing for long-term chronic health problems among workers in scrapyards, as well as environmental damage

Experts say inadequate
monitoring at ports 
and a lack of 
international standards
make it easier for
radioactive materials
and other dangerous 
objects to cross borders
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Harish Gupta. NEW DELHI

While Lalit Modi may well
become the fall guy in IPL-
gate, the Manmohan Singh
government will be desper-
ately seeking some kind of
cover when the Parliament
opens on Monday, as it will
face the fury a united Oppo-
sition in what is turning out
to be the Indian version of
the Watergate scandal.

AICC general secretary
Digvijay Singh spilled the
beans when he said that "the
Manmohan Singh govern-
ment cannot do such an ille-
gal and unethical thing."
Digvijay Singh's telephone
was one among those of
many other leaders that was
allegedly tapped by the Na-
tional Technical Research
Organisation, a wing of the
intelligence agency, RAW
(Rersearch & Analysis Wing).

The telephones of Union
agriculture minister Sharad
Pawar, Bihar chief minister
Nitish Kumar, CPM leader
Prakash Karat and Digvijay
Singh were tapped between
January 2007 and July 2008.

The issue is who ordered
the tapping? Was it then
home minister Shivraj Patil
who is now the Punjab gover-
nor, or MK Narayanan who
is the West Bengal governor?
Both are hated by the incum-
bent home minister P Chi-
dambaram. The govern-
ment, amidst the likely up-
roar in Parliament on Mon-
day, will agree to a probe,
even one conducted by a par-
liamentary group under the
leadership of someone like
LK Advani, in order to put a
lid on the controversy, as the
real priority is to pass the Fi-
nance bill. And if in the
process if a Patil or a
Narayanan has to go, so
what!

Who ordered
the phone
tapping?


